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PO Box 124

N. Egremont, MA  01252

(413) 528-1952
November 4, 2008

Hello Farm Girl Farmers—

I feel good today.  It doesn’t hurt that the sun is shining and gently warming the soil and our skins and lighting the way to the polling places.  And it doesn’t hurt that we seem to be on the verge of a powerful change in our country.  But on the most local note, I feel good because I think we grew some good food this season and and filled your counters and fridges with more of what you wanted, less of what you didn’t want, and had the most fun yet doing it.  As such a young farm (farmer not so young!), of course I realize constantly how much more there is to learn, how much more I can do to hone in on what the CSA members like and don’t like (don’t forget to fill in your surveys!), how to spend our time in the field more and more efficiently and gracefully.  But for our fourth season out there, I am proud of what we have accomplished.

I want to let all of you know how grateful I am to my most magnificent crew:  Ruth Ballenzweig, Lauren Caprio, Danielle Smith, Rich Ciotola, Nichole Calero, Rachel Zelinsky, Mollie Schwartz, and of course Emma Bean for all of their heartfelt hard work, all the love they poured into the fields this season and into your CSA shares and the restaurant deliveries.  Their intelligence, common sense, grace under pressure, problem solving, discerning eyes and sheer endurance kept Farm Girl Farm running smoothly this season, running hard and running fast.  Perhaps most importantly, this crew collectively had the sharpest wit and zaniest sense of humor to date, and there is nothing that can turn a hard day around like a good laugh in the field (or maybe a moment of disco dancing).  I know I have said it before, but it boggles my mind--how, how, how can one Farm Girl be so lucky and so blessed to have all of these wonderful people want to come and be on the team?!  

I am also deeply thankful to all of you CSA members who, of course, are the backbone of the operation.  I admire you for taking a chance on a still new farm and farmer, I admire you for showing up rain or shine for your vegetables, I thank you for contributing recipes and clipping news articles and for planting garlic and for bringing us hot chocolate and cookies right out of the oven, for smiling and saying thank you on a cold bitter day, for building us beautiful potting benches, for serving our food at your weddings.  Thank you for patiently fighting your way through the weeds to find a bit of basil, thank you for loving the heirloom tomatoes.  Thank you for picking up an eggplant and holding it in your hand and saying “wow.”  Thank you for making beautiful bouquets with your children.  Thank you for having faith in what we are trying to do.  Without your faith, there would be no reason to do it.

Thanks for a wonderful season.  I’m already looking forward to seeing you next spring.

--Laura




